This special issue of the Empirical Software Engineering journal is devoted to four papers selected from the 19th International Symposium on Software Reliability Engineering (ISSRE) that was held in Redmond, Washington on the Microsoft campus in 2008. The papers were selected by the program committee as the best four papers in the conference due to the quality, novelty, and sound empirical analysis of the papers. The authors of the four papers have extended their ISSRE publications to include additional detail and analysis.
The fourth paper entitled "Support Planning and Controlling of Early Quality Assurance by Combining Expert Judgment and Defect Data-A Case Study" by Michael Klaes, Haruka Nakao; Frank Elberzhager, and Jürgen Münch received the Best Paper Award at the ISSRE 2008 conference. The paper presents a hybrid method for planning and controlling quality assurance, combining commonly-available measurement data and context-specific expert knowledge. To evaluate the method's applicability and usefulness, the authors conducted a case study in the context of independent verification and validation activities for critical software in the space domain. Their hybrid model improved estimation accuracy.
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